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Pancho Barnes was a force of nature, a woman who lived a big, messy, colorful, unconventional life. She ran
through three fortunes, four husbands, and countless lovers. She outflew Amelia Earhart, outsmarted Howard
Hughes, outdrank the Mexican Army, and out- maneuvered the U.S. government. In The Happy Bottom
Riding Club, award-winning author Lauren Kessler tells the story of a high-spirited, headstrong woman who
was proud of her successes, unabashed by her failures, and the architect of her own legend.
        
Florence "Pancho" Barnes was a California heiress who inherited a love of flying from her grandfather, a
pioneer balloonist in the Civil War. Faced with a future of domesticity and upper-crust pretensions, she ran
away from her responsibilities as wife and mother to create her own life. She cruised South America. She
trekked through Mexico astride a burro. She hitchhiked halfway across the United States. Then, in the late
1920s, she took to the skies, one of a handful of female pilots.
        
She was a barnstormer, a racer, a cross-country flier, and a Hollywood stunt pilot. She was, for a time, "the
fastest woman on earth," flying the fastest civilian airplane in the world. She was an intimate of movie stars,
a script doctor for the great director Erich von Stroheim, and, later in life, a drinking buddy of the supersonic
jet jockey Chuck Yeager. She ran a wild and wildly successful desert watering hole known as the Happy
Bottom Riding Club, the raucous bar and grill depicted in The Right Stuff.
        
In The Happy Bottom Riding Club, Lauren Kessler presents a portrait, both authoritative and affectionate,
of a woman who didn't play by women's rules, a woman of large appetites--emotional, financial, and sexual--
who called herself "the greatest conversation piece that ever existed."

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

The book The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life and Times of Pancho Barnes make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life and Times of Pancho Barnes being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life
and Times of Pancho Barnes. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Holly Murphy:

The particular book The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life and Times of Pancho Barnes has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

William McClanahan:

Precisely why? Because this The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life and Times of Pancho Barnes is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Scott Duran:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life
and Times of Pancho Barnes to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the book The Happy Bottom Riding Club: The Life and Times of
Pancho Barnes can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of their time.
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