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Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America, Christopher Darnton’s comparative study of the
nature of conflict between Latin American states during the Cold War, provides a counterintuitive and
shrewd explanation of why diplomacy does or doesn’t work. Specifically, he develops a theory that shows
how the "parochial interests" of state bureaucracies can overwhelm national leaders’ foreign policy
initiatives and complicate regional alliances.

His thorough evaluation of several twentieth-century Latin American conflicts covers the gamut of
diplomatic disputes from border clashes to economic provocations to regional power struggles. Darnton
examines the domestic political and economic conditions that contribute either to rivalry (continued conflict)
or rapprochement (diplomatic reconciliation) while assessing the impact of U.S. foreign policy.

Detailed case studies provide not only a robust test of the theory but also a fascinating tour of Latin
American history and Cold War politics, including a multilayered examination of Argentine-Brazilian
strategic competition and presidential summits over four decades; three rivalries in Central America
following Cuba’s 1959 revolution; and how the 1980s debt crisis entangled the diplomatic affairs of several
Andean countries. These questions about international rivalry and rapprochement are of particular interest to
security studies and international relations scholars, as they seek to understand what defuses regional
conflicts, creates stronger incentives for improving diplomatic ties between states, and builds effective
alliances.

The analysis also bears fruit for contemporary studies of counterterrorism in its critique of parallels between
the Cold War and the Global War on Terror, its examination of failed rapprochement efforts between Algeria
and Morocco, and its assessment of obstacles to U.S. coalition-building efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

Typically the book Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold
War Latin America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dorothy Marsh:

The reason why? Because this Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Patrick Sherman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be go through. Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Kristen Clifford:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold
War Latin America can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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