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In March 1778, Joshua Spooner, a wealthy gentleman farmer in Brookfield, Massachusetts, was beaten to
death and his body stuffed down a well. Four people were hanged for the crime: two British soldiers, a young
Continental soldier, and Spooner's wife, Bathsheba, who was charged with instigating the murder. She was
thirty-two years old and five months pregnant when executed. Newspapers described the case as "the most
extraordinary crime ever perpetrated in New England."Murdered by His Wife provides a vivid reconstruction
of this dramatic but little-known episode. Beautiful, intelligent, high-spirited, and witty, Bathsheba was the
mother of three young children and in her own words felt "an utter aversion" for her husband, who was
known to be an abusive drunk.A year before the murder, she took in and nursed a sixteen-year-old
Continental soldier who was returning from a year's enlistment under George Washington. The two became
lovers and conceived a child. Divorces were all but impossible for women at that time and adulteresses were
stripped to the waist and publicly whipped. Bathsheba's pregnancy occasioned a series of desperate plots to
murder her husband, finally brought to fruition with the aid of two British deserters from General Burgoyne's
defeated army.The plots, the crime, the trial, and the aftermath are presented against a backdrop of
revolutionary turmoil in Massachusetts. As the daughter of the state's most prominent and despised Loyalist,
Bathsheba bore the brunt of the political, cultural, and gender prejudices of her day. When she sought a stay
of execution to deliver her baby, the Massachusetts Council rejected her petition and she was promptly
hanged before acrowd of 5,000 spectators.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Phair:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Murdered by His Wife
book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ryan Neal:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Murdered by His Wife as your daily resource
information.

Shameka Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Murdered by His Wife your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
Murdered by His Wife giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Diane McCarthy:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Murdered by His Wife when you necessary it?
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