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This book analyzes the development of female prostitution in the Pacific port of Puntarenas, Costa Rica
during the advanced stage of the coffee exporting economy (1880-1930), at the height of the consolidation of
the liberal state. Hayes argues that prostitution in the port differed from that of the coffee producing
highlands due to differential economic, social, and political development. In the periphery of Puntarenas, the
development of prostitution reflected a less stigmatized view of sexual commerce than that of the highlands,
where prostitution, although legal, threatened the tenets of liberal nationalism based on racial homogeneity
and family values. Women of the highlands were encouraged to reproduce the nation's "more European"
stock of workers and to ensure the legal transference of property through legal church marriages - both part
of a design to stabilize the coffee exporting project. By contrast, prostitutes and other working women of
Puntarenas, many immigrants from the "less European" populations of neighboring regions and most in
concubinage, were freer to do what the law prescribed - register as prostitutes in legitimate trade. Such
regional disparities reveal weaknesses in traditional explanations of Costa Rican exceptionalism, which have
rested on the premise of cultural homogeneity and have reflected the realities of only one region of the
country. The book advances an alternative explanation for the development of the nation's more democratic
institutions, situating Costa Rican exceptionalism in the nation's free labor system, of which the labor
prostitute in Puntarenas provides an example.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Female Prostitution in
Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies).

Dennis Bloom:

The book untitled Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American
Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice learn.

Judith Lucas:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American
Studies). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.

Gregory Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies).
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