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For more than half the nation's history, vast mental hospitals were a prominent feature of the American
landscape. From the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth, over 250 institutions for the insane were
built throughout the United States; by 1948, they housed more than a half million patients. The blueprint for
these hospitals was set by Pennsylvania hospital superintendant Thomas Story Kirkbride: a central
administration building flanked symmetrically by pavilions and surrounded by lavish grounds with pastoral
vistas. Kirkbride and others believed that well-designed buildings and grounds, a peaceful environment, a
regimen of fresh air, and places for work, exercise, and cultural activities would heal mental illness. But in
the second half of the twentieth century, after the introduction of psychotropic drugs and policy shifts toward
community-based care, patient populations declined dramatically, leaving many of these beautiful, massive
buildings -- and the patients who lived in them -- neglected and abandoned. Architect and photographer
Christopher Payne spent six years documenting the decay of state mental hospitals like these, visiting
seventy institutions in thirty states. Through his lens we see splendid, palatial exteriors (some designed by
such prominent architects as H. H. Richardson and Samuel Sloan) and crumbling interiors -- chairs stacked
against walls with peeling paint in a grand hallway; brightly colored toothbrushes still hanging on a rack;
stacks of suitcases, never packed for the trip home. Accompanying Payne's striking and powerful
photographs is an essay by Oliver Sacks (who described his own experience working at a state mental
hospital in his book Awakenings). Sacks pays tribute to Payne's photographs and to the lives once lived in
these places, "where one could be both mad and safe."
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

This Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals (MIT Press) tend to be reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State
Mental Hospitals (MIT Press) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals (MIT
Press) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Linda Amato:

The reserve with title Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals (MIT Press) has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Brian Scheele:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals (MIT Press) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides
high quality.

Jason Caldwell:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State
Mental Hospitals (MIT Press) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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