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An extraordinary, literary memoir from a gay white South African, coming of age at the end of apartheid in
the late 1970s. Glen Retief's childhood was at once recognizably ordinary--and brutally unusual.

Raised in the middle of a game preserve where his father worked, Retief's warm nuclear family was a
preserve of its own, against chaotic forces just outside its borders: a childhood friend whose uncle led a death
squad, while his cultured grandfather quoted Shakespeare at barbecues and abused Glen's sister in an
antique-filled, tobacco-scented living room.

But it was when Retief was sent to boarding school, that he was truly exposed to human cruelty and frailty.
When the prefects were caught torturing younger boys, they invented "the jack bank," where underclassmen
could save beatings, earn interest on their deposits, and draw on them later to atone for their supposed
infractions. Retief writes movingly of the complicated emotions and politics in this punitive all-male world,
and of how he navigated them, even as he began to realize that his sexuality was different than his peers'.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

The reason? Because this The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Corey Smith:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Michael Kenney:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Jack Bank: A Memoir
of a South African Childhood provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Marilyn Oxford:

You will get this The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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