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As a result of immigration from Asia in the wake of the passage of the 1965 Hart-Celler Immigration Act,
the fastest-growing religions in America?faster than all Christian groups combined?are Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Sikhism. In this remarkable book, a leading scholar of religion asks how these new faiths
have changed or have been changed by the pluralist face of American civil society. How have these new
religious minorities been affected by the deep-rooted American ambivalence toward foreign traditions?

Bruce Lawrence casts a comparativist eye on the American religious scene and explores the ways in which
various groups of Asian immigrants have, and sometimes have not, been integrated into the American polity.
In the process, he offers several important correctives. Too often, Lawrence argues, profiles of Asian
American experience focus exclusively on immigrants from East Asia, to the exclusion of South Asian and
West Asian voices.New Faiths, Old Fears seeks to make all Asians equally important and to break free of
traditional geographic markers, most reflecting nineteenth-century imperial values, that artificially divide the
people of the "Middle East" from the rest of Asia, with whom they share certain religious and cultural ties.
Iranian Americans, in particular, emerge as a vital bridge group whose experience tells us much about how
Asians of many different backgrounds have found their way in their new nation.

Beyond simply expanding and refining our conception of who Asian Americans are, Lawrence draws
instructive comparisons between Asian Americans' experience and those of Native, African, and Hispanic
Americans, exposing undercurrents of racial and class antagonisms. He concludes that we cannot fully
comprehend the contours and valences of culture and religion in America without understanding how this
racialized class prejudice shapes the views of the dominant class toward immigrants and other marginal
groups.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and
Other Asian Immigrants in American Religious Life is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Catherine Williams:

Beside this specific New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian Immigrants in American Religious
Life in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian
Immigrants in American Religious Life because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Matthew Fry:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian
Immigrants in American Religious Life or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian Immigrants in
American Religious Life to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Lisa Gregory:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian Immigrants in American Religious Life
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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