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In 1898, Qing dynasty emperor Guangxu ordered a series of reforms to correct the political, economic,
cultural, and educational weaknesses exposed by China's defeat by Japan in the First Sino-Japanese War.
The "Hundred Day's Reform" has received a great deal of attention from historians who have focused on the
well-known male historical actors, but until now the Qing women reformers have received almost no
consideration. In this book, historian Nanxiu Qian reveals the contributions of the active, optimistic, and
self-sufficient women reformers of the late Qing Dynasty.

Qian examines the late Qing reforms from the perspective of Xue Shaohui, a leading woman writer who
openly argued against male reformers' approach that subordinated women's issues to larger national
concerns, instead prioritizing women's self-improvement over national empowerment. Drawing upon
intellectual and spiritual resources from the freewheeling, xianyuan (worthy ladies) model of the Wei-Jin
period of Chinese history (220–420) and the culture of women writers of late imperial China, and open to
Western ideas and knowledge, Xue and the reform-minded members of her social and intellectual networks
went beyond the inherited Confucian pattern in their quest for an ideal womanhood and an ideal social order.
Demanding equal political and educational rights with men, women reformers challenged leading male
reformers' purpose of achieving national "wealth and power," intending instead to unite women of all nations
in an effort to create a just and harmonious new world.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Williams:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Politics, Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue Shaohui and
the Era of Reform.

Ruby Freeman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Politics, Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue Shaohui
and the Era of Reform book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Politics, Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue
Shaohui and the Era of Reform content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking
Politics, Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue Shaohui and the Era of Reform is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Stacia Cobb:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Politics,
Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue Shaohui and the Era of Reform, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Leah Humphries:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Politics, Poetics, and Gender in Late Qing China: Xue Shaohui and the Era of Reform. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make



anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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