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Serge Prokofiev was one of the twentieth century’s most brilliant composers yet is an enigma to historians
and his fans. Why did he leave the West and move to the Soviet Union despite Stalin’s crimes? Why did his
astonishing creativity in the 1930s soon dissolve into a far less inspiring output in his later years? The
answers can finally be revealed, thanks to Simon Morrison’s unique and unfettered access to the family’s
voluminous papers and his ability to reconstruct the tragic, riveting life of the composer’s wife, Lina.

Morrison’s portrait of the marriage of Lina and Serge Prokofiev is the story of a remarkable woman who
fought for survival in the face of unbearable betrayal and despair and of the irresistibly talented but
heartlessly self-absorbed musician she married. Born to a Spanish father and Russian mother in Madrid at the
end of the nineteenth century and raised in Brooklyn, Lina fell in love with a rising-star composer—and
defied convention to be with him, courting public censure. She devoted her life to Serge and to art, training
to be an operatic soprano and following her brilliant husband to Stalin’s Russia. Just as Serge found initial
acclaim—before becoming constricted by the harsh doctrine of socialist-realist music—Lina was at first
accepted and later scorned, ending her singing career. Serge abandoned her and took up with another woman.
Finally, Lina was arrested and shipped off to the gulag in 1948. She would be held in captivity for eight
awful years. Meanwhile, Serge found himself the tool of an evil regime to which he was forced to
accommodate himself.

The contrast between Lina and Serge is one of strength and perseverance versus utter self-absorption, a
remarkable human drama that draws on the forces of art, sacrifice, and the struggle against oppression.
Readers will never forget the tragic drama of Lina’s life, and never listen to Serge’s music in quite the same
way again.
www.hmhbooks.com/linaandserge
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev.

Mildred Ralph:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Christopher Pipkin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Michael Robinson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Lina and Serge:
The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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