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At the height of the Cold War, dozens of radical and progressive writers, illustrators, editors, librarians,
booksellers, and teachers cooperated to create and disseminate children's books that challenged the status
quo. Learning from the Left provides the first historic overview of their work. Spanning from the 1920s,
when both children's book publishing and American Communism were becoming significant on the
American scene, to the late 1960s, when youth who had been raised on many of the books in this study
unequivocally rejected the values of the Cold War, Learning from the Left shows how "radical" values and
ideas that have now become mainstream (including cooperation, interracial friendship, critical thinking, the
dignity of labor, feminism, and the history of marginalized people), were communicated to children in
repressive times. A range of popular and critically acclaimed children's books, many by former teachers and
others who had been blacklisted because of their political beliefs, made commonplace the ideas that
McCarthyism tended to call "subversive." These books, about history, science, and contemporary social
conditions-as well as imaginative works, science fiction, and popular girls' mystery series-were readily
available to children: most could be found in public and school libraries, and some could even be purchased
in classrooms through book clubs that catered to educational audiences. Drawing upon extensive interviews,
archival research, and hundreds of children's books published from the 1920s through the 1970s, Learning
from the Left offers a history of the children's book in light of the history of the history of the Left, and a new
perspective on the links between the Old Left of the 1930s and the New Left of the 1960s.

Winner of the Grace Abbott Book Prize of the Society for the History of Children and Youth
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From reader reviews:

James Gardner:

The book with title Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the
United States has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Mary Lamm:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Learning from the Left: Children's Literature,
the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ron Matthies:

This Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States is
fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Tyler Dean:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the
Cold War, and Radical Politics in the United States was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Learning from the Left: Children's Literature, the Cold War, and Radical Politics in the
United States has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading which.
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