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Pawn of the U.S. government. Right-hand man to the mob. Iron-fisted dictator. For decades, public
understanding of the pre-Revolutionary Cuban dictator "Fulgencio Batista" has been limited to these
stereotypes. While on some level they all contain an element of truth, these superficial characterizations
barely scratch the surface of the complex and compelling career of this important political figure. Second
only to Fidel Castro, Batista is the most controversial leader in modern Cuban history. And yet, until now,
there has been no objective biography written about him. Existing biographical literature is predominantly
polemical and either borders on hero worship or launches a series of attacks aimed at denigrating his entire
legacy. In this book, the first of two volumes, Frank Argote-Freyre provides a full and balanced portrait of
this historically shadowed figure. He describes Batista's rise to power as part of a revolutionary movement
and the intrigues and dangers that surrounded him.
Drawing on an extensive review of Cuban newspapers, government records, memos, oral history interviews,
and a selection of Batista's personal documents, Argote-Freyre moves beyond simplistic caricatures to
uncover the real man - one with strengths and weaknesses and with a career marked by accomplishments as
well as failures. This volume focuses on Batista's role as a revolutionary leader from 1933 to 1934 and his
image as a "strongman" in the years between 1934 and 1939. Argote-Freyre also uses Batista as an
interpretive prism to review an entire era that is usually ignored by scholars - the Republican period of
Cuban history. Bringing together global and local events, he considers the significance and relationship of
the worldwide economic depression, the beginnings of World War II, and in Cuba, the Revolution of 1933,
the expansion of the middle class, and the gradual development of democratic institutions. "Fulgencio
Batista" and most of Cuba's past prior to the Revolution of 1959 has been lost in the historical mists. Cuba
had a rich and fascinating history before the Marxist Revolution and the reign of Fidel Castro. This
captivating and long-overdue book uncovers it.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Fulgencio Batista: From Revolutionary to Strongman: 1 book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with Fulgencio Batista: From Revolutionary to Strongman: 1 content conveys the idea easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as
it. So , do you even now thinking Fulgencio Batista: From Revolutionary to Strongman: 1 is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Byron Jorgensen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Fulgencio Batista: From
Revolutionary to Strongman: 1 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Fulgencio Batista: From Revolutionary to Strongman: 1
become your starter.

Nellie Kim:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Fulgencio Batista: From Revolutionary to
Strongman: 1 why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Joshua Matthews:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Fulgencio Batista: From
Revolutionary to Strongman: 1 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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