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The remarkable story of how an artist and a scientist in seventeenth-century Holland transformed the way we
see the world.

On a summer day in 1674, in the small Dutch city of Delft, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek—a cloth salesman,
local bureaucrat, and self-taught natural philosopher—gazed through a tiny lens set into a brass holder and
discovered a never-before imagined world of microscopic life. At the same time, in a nearby attic, the painter
Johannes Vermeer was using another optical device, a camera obscura, to experiment with light and create
the most luminous pictures ever beheld.

“See for yourself!” was the clarion call of the 1600s. Scientists peered at nature through microscopes and
telescopes, making the discoveries in astronomy, physics, chemistry, and anatomy that ignited the Scientific
Revolution. Artists investigated nature with lenses, mirrors, and camera obscuras, creating extraordinarily
detailed paintings of flowers and insects, and scenes filled with realistic effects of light, shadow, and color.
By extending the reach of sight the new optical instruments prompted the realization that there is more than
meets the eye. But they also raised questions about how we see and what it means to see. In answering these
questions, scientists and artists in Delft changed how we perceive the world.

In Eye of the Beholder, Laura J. Snyder transports us to the streets, inns, and guildhalls of seventeenth-
century Holland, where artists and scientists gathered, and to their studios and laboratories, where they
mixed paints and prepared canvases, ground and polished lenses, examined and dissected insects and other
animals, and invented the modern notion of seeing. With charm and narrative flair Snyder brings Vermeer
and Van Leeuwenhoek—and the men and women around them—vividly to life. The story of these two
geniuses and the transformation they engendered shows us why we see the world—and our place within
it—as we do today.

Eye of the Beholder was named "A Best Art Book of the Year" by Christie's and "A Best Read of the Year"
by New Scientist in 2015. 
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From reader reviews:

William Riser:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer,
Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing book since this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Kristopher Sutherland:

The book Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing
has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Johnny Ballance:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer,
Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Irving Tarkington:

Beside this specific Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention
of Seeing in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer,
Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!
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