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Edward Coles, who lived from 1786-1868, is most often remembered for his antislavery correspondence
with Thomas Jefferson in 1814, freeing his slaves in 1819, and leading the campaign against the legalization
of slavery in Illinois during the 1823-24 convention contest.   

In this new full-length biography Suzanne Cooper Guasco demonstrates for the first time how Edward Coles
continued to confront slavery for nearly forty years after his time in Illinois. Not only did he attempt to shape
the slavery debates in Virginia immediately before and after Nat Turner’s rebellion, he also consistently
entered national political discussions about slavery throughout the 1830s, 40s, and 50s. On each occasion
Coles promoted a vision of the nation that combined a celebration of America’s antislavery past with an
endorsement of free labor ideology and colonization, a broad appeal that was designed to mollify his fellow-
countrymen’s sense of economic self-interest and virulent anti-black prejudice. As Cooper Guasco
persuasively shows, Coles’s antislavery nationalism, first crafted in Illinois in the 1820s, became the
foundation of the Republican Party platform and ultimately contributed to the destruction of slavery. 

By exploring his entire life, readers come to see Edward Coles as a vital link between the unfulfilled
antislavery sensibility of men like Thomas Jefferson and the pragmatic antislavery politics of Abraham
Lincoln. In Edward Coles’ life-long confrontation with slavery, as well, we witness the rise of antislavery
politics in nineteenth-century America and come to understand the central role politics played in the fight
against slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Turner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of
Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America. Try to face the book Confronting Slavery: Edward
Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America as your buddy. It means that it can
to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Darlene Lewis:

Typically the book Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-
Century America has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Yolanda Harris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the
Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America e-book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by
its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nicholas Ko:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of
Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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