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The familiar story of the Civil War tells of a predominately agricultural South pitted against a rapidly
industrializing North. However, Adam Wesley Dean argues that the Republican Party's political ideology
was fundamentally agrarian. Believing that small farms owned by families for generations led to a model
society, Republicans supported a northern agricultural ideal in opposition to southern plantation agriculture,
which destroyed the land's productivity, required constant western expansion, and produced an elite landed
gentry hostile to the Union. Dean shows how agrarian republicanism shaped the debate over slavery's
expansion, spurred the creation of the Department of Agriculture and the passage of the Homestead Act, and
laid the foundation for the development of the earliest nature parks.

Spanning the long nineteenth century, Dean's study analyzes the changing debate over land development as it
transitioned from focusing on the creation of a virtuous and orderly citizenry to being seen primarily as a
"civilizing" mission. By showing Republicans as men and women with backgrounds in small farming, Dean
unveils new connections between seemingly separate historical events, linking this era's views of natural and
manmade environments with interpretations of slavery and land policy.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book An Agrarian Republic: Farming, Antislavery
Politics, and Nature Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America). You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book An Agrarian Republic:
Farming, Antislavery Politics, and Nature Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Adela Valenti:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the An Agrarian
Republic: Farming, Antislavery Politics, and Nature Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Nicholas Schindler:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This An Agrarian Republic: Farming,
Antislavery Politics, and Nature Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is simple bringing you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kim Adams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book An Agrarian Republic: Farming, Antislavery
Politics, and Nature Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book An Agrarian Republic: Farming, Antislavery Politics, and Nature
Parks in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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