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The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 examines the most momentous years in papal history.
Popes Benedict XV (1914-1922), Pius XI (1922-1939), and Pius XII (1939-1958) faced the challenges of
two world wars and the Cold War, and threats posed by totalitarian dictatorships like Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism, and Communism in Russia and China. The wars imposed enormous strains
upon the unity of Catholics and the hostility of the
totalitarian regimes to Catholicism lead to the Church facing persecution and martyrdom on a scale similar to
that experienced under the Roman Empire and following the French Revolution.

At the same time, these were years of growth, development, and success for the papacy. Benedict healed the
wounds left by the 'modernist' witch hunt of his predecessor and re-established the papacy as an influence in
international affairs through his peace diplomacy during the First World War. Pius XI resolved the 'Roman
Question' with Italy and put papal finances on a sounder footing. He also helped reconcile the Catholic
Church and science by establishing the Pontifical Academy of Sciences
and took the first steps to move the Church away from entrenched anti-Semitism. Pius XI continued his
predecessor's policy of the 'indigenisation' of the missionary churches in preparation for de-colonisation. Pius
XII fully embraced the media and other means of publicity, and with his infallible
promulgation of the Assumption in 1950, he took papal absolutism and centralism to such heights that he has
been called the 'last real pope'. Ironically, he also prepared the way for the Second Vatican Council.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

This The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958
(Oxford History of the Christian Church) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958
(Oxford History of the Christian Church) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jason Silva:

Here thing why this particular The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the
Christian Church) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Papacy in
the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) in e-book can be
your option.

Larry Morris:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Papacy in the Age of
Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Anna Baron:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Papacy in the Age of



Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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