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The Bishops of Rome have been Christianity's most powerful leaders for nearly two millennia, and their
influence has extended far beyond the purely spiritual. The popes have played a central role in the history of
Europe and the wider world, not only shouldering the spiritual burdens of their ancient office, but also in
contending with - and sometimes precipitating - the cultural and political crises of their times. In an
acclaimed series of BBC radio broadcasts Eamon Duffy explored the impact of ten popes he judged to be
among 'the most influential in history'. With this book, readers may now also enjoy Duffy's portraits of ten
exceptional men who shook the world.

The book begins with St Peter, the Rock upon whom the Catholic Church was built, and follows with Leo
the Great (fifth century), Gregory the Great (sixth century), Gregory VII (eleventh century), Innocent III
(thirteenth century), Paul III (sixteenth century), and Pius IX (nineteenth century). Among twentieth-century
popes, Duffy examines the lives and contributions of Pius XII, who was elected on the eve of the Second
World War, the kindly John XXIII, who captured the world's imagination, and John Paul II, the first non-
Italian pope in 450 years. Each of these ten extraordinary individuals, Duffy shows, shaped their own worlds,
and in the process, helped to create ours.
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From reader reviews:

Marlys Wieland:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Ten Popes Who Shook the
World ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Ten Popes Who Shook the World is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Ten Popes Who Shook
the World. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Colleen Greenwood:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Ten Popes Who Shook the World is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jesus Jones:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Ten Popes Who Shook the World why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Chuck Bryson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Ten Popes Who Shook the World when you required it?
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