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Rarely has an air force gone into combat as poorly prepared and outgunned as the Royal Hellenic Air Force
had to when Mussolini’s Italy dragged Greece into war on 28 October 1940. Without warning, as Italian
forces poured over the frontier from Albania, the RHAF’s paltry effective lineup of 128 battle worthy
aircraft, most of them obsolete, were pitted against the 463 fielded by the Regia Aeronautica, whose pilots
had honed their skills in the Spanish Civil War. On the Greek side, though, aces such as Marinos Mitralexis,
with his audacious ramming of an Italian bomber on the fifth day of the war ensured that morale in the
RHAF remained high.

Though the RAF pitched in with whatever help it could provide in machines and manpower, the aerial war
was unequal from the beginning. By the end of 1940 the RHAF was seriously depleted, though individual
pilots and crews continued to fight valiantly. The end came in April 1941 when Hitler sped to the rescue of
the Duce. The Luftwaffe blasted out of the sky what remained of the RHAF and whatever RAF units
remained to help out its last stand.

A single mira (squadron), with just 5 Avro Ansons escaped intact to Egypt, where British forces were
bracing for Rommel’s onslaught. Out of this small squadron grew three full mirai, whose pilots, now
equipped with modern aircraft, played a decisive part in the Allied victory at El Alamein. Until Greece was
liberated in October 1944 the RHAF units in the Allied air forces ranged over targets in the Aegean Sea,
Italy and Yugoslavia. The RHAF was little affected by a communist-inspired mutiny in the Greek forces in
Egypt that briefly threatened to neutralize the Greek contribution. After the end of World War II the RHAF
was called upon to confront the threat of an attempted communist takeover of Greece and played a major
part in overcoming the rebellion and saving the country for the West. Meticulous research interwoven with
firsthand accounts makes this a fitting tribute to the skill and heroism of the Greek airmen and a valuable
account of a neglected aspect of WWII air warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take On Spartan Wings: The Royal Hellenic Air Force in
World War Two as your daily resource information.

Justin Pritchett:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name On Spartan Wings:
The Royal Hellenic Air Force in World War Two suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled On Spartan Wings: The Royal Hellenic Air Force in World
War Twois a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Jeremy Quick:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be On Spartan Wings: The Royal Hellenic Air
Force in World War Two why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Clark Abeyta:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The On Spartan Wings: The Royal Hellenic Air Force in World War Two will give you a new
experience in reading a book.
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