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The Cuban missile crisis was the most dangerous confrontation of the Cold War and the most perilous
moment in American history. In this dramatic narrative written especially for students and general readers,
Sheldon M. Stern, longtime historian at the John F. Kennedy Library, enables the reader to follow the often
harrowing twists and turns of the crisis.

Based on the author’s authoritative transcriptions of the secretly recorded ExComm meetings, the book
conveys the emotional ambiance of the meetings by capturing striking moments of tension and anger as well
as occasional humorous intervals. Unlike today's readers, the participants did not have the luxury of knowing
how this potentially catastrophic showdown would turn out, and their uncertainty often gives their
discussions the nerve-racking quality of a fictional thriller. As President Kennedy told his advisers, “What
we are doing is throwing down a card on the table in a game which we don't know the ending of.”

Stern documents that JFK and his administration bore a substantial share of the responsibility for the crisis.
Covert operations in Cuba, including efforts to kill Fidel Castro, had convinced Nikita Khrushchev that only
the deployment of nuclear weapons could protect Cuba from imminent attack. However, President Kennedy,
a seasoned Cold Warrior in public, was deeply suspicious of military solutions to political problems and
appalled by the prospect of nuclear war. He consistently steered policy makers away from an apocalyptic
nuclear conflict, measuring each move and countermove with an eye to averting what he called, with stark
eloquence, “the final failure.”
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Week the
World Stood Still: Inside the Secret Cuban Missile Crisis (Stanford Nuclear Age Series). All type of book is
it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Gerald Reed:

The e-book untitled The Week the World Stood Still: Inside the Secret Cuban Missile Crisis (Stanford
Nuclear Age Series) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Week the World Stood Still: Inside
the Secret Cuban Missile Crisis (Stanford Nuclear Age Series) from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Christopher Melendez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Week the World Stood Still: Inside the Secret Cuban Missile Crisis
(Stanford Nuclear Age Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Amy Terrell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Week the World Stood Still: Inside the Secret
Cuban Missile Crisis (Stanford Nuclear Age Series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let me have The Week the World Stood Still: Inside the Secret Cuban Missile Crisis
(Stanford Nuclear Age Series).
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