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Geographical Information Systems (GIS) – either as “standard” GIS or custom made Historical GIS (HGIS)
– have become quite popular in some historical sub-disciplines, such as Economic and Social History or
Historical Geography.
“Mainstream” history, however, seems to be rather unaffected by this trend. More generally speaking: Why
is it that computer applications in general have failed to make much headway in history departments, despite
the first steps being undertaken a good forty years ago?

With the “spatial turn” in full swing in the humanities, and many historians dealing with spatial and
geographical questions, one would think GIS would be welcomed with open arms. Yet there seems to be no
general anticipation by historians of employing GIS as a research tool. As mentioned, HGIS are popular
chiefly among Historical Geographers and Social and Economic Historians. The latter disciplines seem to be
predestined to use such software through the widespread quantitative methodology these disciplines have
employed traditionally. Other historical sub-disciplines, such as Ancient History, are also very open to this
emerging technology since the scarcity of written sources in this field can be mitigated by inferences made
from an HGIS that has archaeological data stored in it, for example. In most of Modern History, however,
the use of GIS is rarely seen. The intellectual benefit that a GIS may bring about seems not be apparent to
scholars from this sub-discipline (and others).

This book wants to investigate and discuss this controversy. Why does the wider historian community not
embrace GIS more readily? While one cannot deny that the methodologies linked with a GIS follow
geographical paradigms rather than historical ones, the potential of GIS as a 'killer application'  for digital
historical scholarship should be obvious.

This book brings together authors from Geography and History to discuss the value of GIS for historical
research. The focus, however, will not be on the "how", but on the "why" of GIS in history.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Butera:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this History and GIS: Epistemologies, Considerations and
Reflections.

Richard Williams:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book History and GIS: Epistemologies, Considerations and
Reflections. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book History and GIS: Epistemologies, Considerations and Reflections. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Jose Laney:

This book untitled History and GIS: Epistemologies, Considerations and Reflections to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Monique Hightower:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this History and GIS: Epistemologies, Considerations and Reflections, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.
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