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For many, “going back to the land” brings to mind the 1960s and 1970s—hippie communes and the Summer
of Love, The Whole Earth Catalog and Mother Earth News. More recently, the movement has reemerged in
a new enthusiasm for locally produced food and more sustainable energy paths. But these latest back-to-the-
landers are part of a much larger story. Americans have been dreaming of returning to the land ever since
they started to leave it. In Back to the Land, Dona Brown explores the history of this recurring
impulse.            ?           
            Back-to-the-landers have often been viewed as nostalgic escapists or romantic nature-lovers. But
their own words reveal a more complex story. In such projects as Gustav Stickley’s Craftsman Farms, Frank
Lloyd Wright’s “Broadacre City,” and Helen and Scott Nearing’s quest for “the good life,” Brown finds that
the return to the farm has meant less a going-backwards than a going-forwards, a way to meet the challenges
of the modern era. Progressive reformers pushed for homesteading to help impoverished workers get out of
unhealthy urban slums. Depression-era back-to-the-landers, wary of the centralizing power of the New Deal,
embraced a new “third way” politics of decentralism and regionalism. Later still, the movement merged with
environmentalism. To understand Americans’ response to these back-to-the-land ideas, Brown turns to the
fan letters of ordinary readers—retired teachers and overworked clerks, recent immigrants and single
women. In seeking their rural roots, Brown argues, Americans have striven above all for the independence
and self-sufficiency they associate with the agrarian ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Back to the Land:
The Enduring Dream of Self-Sufficiency in Modern America (Studies in American Thought and Culture)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Kimberly Pratt:

The book untitled Back to the Land: The Enduring Dream of Self-Sufficiency in Modern America (Studies
in American Thought and Culture) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice learn.

Sondra Spencer:

You will get this Back to the Land: The Enduring Dream of Self-Sufficiency in Modern America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Marshall Jackson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Back to the Land: The Enduring Dream of Self-
Sufficiency in Modern America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Back to the Land: The Enduring Dream of Self-Sufficiency in
Modern America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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