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With the proliferation of huge amounts of (heterogeneous) data on the Web, the importance of information
retrieval (IR) has grown considerably over the last few years. Big players in the computer industry, such as
Google, Microsoft and Yahoo!, are the primary contributors of technology for fast access to Web-based
information; and searching capabilities are now integrated into most information systems, ranging from
business management software and customer relationship systems to social networks and mobile phone
applications.

Ceri and his co-authors aim at taking their readers from the foundations of modern information retrieval to
the most advanced challenges of Web IR. To this end, their book is divided into three parts. The first part
addresses the principles of IR and provides a systematic and compact description of basic information
retrieval techniques (including binary, vector space and probabilistic models as well as natural language
search processing) before focusing on its application to the Web. Part two addresses the foundational aspects
of Web IR by discussing the general architecture of search engines (with a focus on the crawling and
indexing processes), describing link analysis methods (specifically Page Rank and HITS), addressing
recommendation and diversification, and finally presenting advertising in search (the main source of
revenues for search engines). The third and final part describes advanced aspects of Web search, each
chapter providing a self-contained, up-to-date survey on current Web research directions. Topics in this part
include meta-search and multi-domain search, semantic search, search in the context of multimedia data, and
crowd search.

The book is ideally suited to courses on information retrieval, as it covers all Web-independent foundational
aspects. Its presentation is self-contained and does not require prior background knowledge. It can also be
used in the context of classic courses on data management, allowing the instructor to cover both structured
and unstructured data in various formats. Its classroom use is facilitated by a set of slides, which can be
downloaded from www.search-computing.org.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Web
Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary Sexton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Web Information
Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications) suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and
Applications)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Paul Kindig:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you is Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications) this publication consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Teresa Spillman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Web Information Retrieval (Data-Centric Systems and Applications) when you necessary it?
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