
Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs)

Alexander B. Downes

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801478375
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801478375
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0801478375


Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs)

Alexander B. Downes

Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) Alexander B. Downes

Accidental harm to civilians in warfare often becomes an occasion for public outrage, from citizens of both
the victimized and the victimizing nation. In this vitally important book on a topic of acute concern for
anyone interested in military strategy, international security, or human rights, Alexander B. Downes reminds
readers that democratic and authoritarian governments alike will sometimes deliberately kill large numbers
of civilians as a matter of military strategy. What leads governments to make such a choice?

Downes examines several historical cases: British counterinsurgency tactics during the Boer War, the
starvation blockade used by the Allies against Germany in World War I, Axis and Allied bombing
campaigns in World War II, and ethnic cleansing in the Palestine War. He concludes that governments
decide to target civilian populations for two main reasons?desperation to reduce their own military casualties
or avert defeat, or a desire to seize and annex enemy territory. When a state's military fortunes take a turn for
the worse, he finds, civilians are more likely to be declared legitimate targets to coerce the enemy state to
give up. When territorial conquest and annexation are the aims of warfare, the population of the disputed
land is viewed as a threat and the aggressor state may target those civilians to remove them. Democracies
historically have proven especially likely to target civilians in desperate circumstances.

In Targeting Civilians in War, Downes explores several major recent conflicts, including the 1991 Persian
Gulf War and the American-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. Civilian casualties occurred in each campaign, but
they were not the aim of military action. In these cases, Downes maintains, the achievement of quick and
decisive victories against overmatched foes allowed democracies to win without abandoning their normative
beliefs by intentionally targeting civilians. Whether such "restraint" can be guaranteed in future conflicts
against more powerful adversaries is, however, uncertain. During times of war, democratic societies suffer
tension between norms of humane conduct and pressures to win at the lowest possible costs. The painful
lesson of Targeting Civilians in War is that when these two concerns clash, the latter usually prevails.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer connected with Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Targeting Civilians in War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Shad Broussard:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs), you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Faye Berg:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).

Rosalind Bowlin:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Targeting
Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Targeting Civilians in War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) giving you a different



experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?
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