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What if Christopher Marlowe staged his own death, fled to the Continent and went on to write the works we
now attribute to Shakespeare?

'About anyone so great as Shakespeare, it is probable that we can never be right; and if we can never be right,
it is better that we should from time to time change our way of being wrong.' T. S. Eliot

Mark Twain likened writing the biography of Shakespeare to reconstructing the skeleton of a brontosaurus –
using 'nine bones and six hundred barrels of plaster of Paris'. We work with a handful of facts and a pile of
conjecture. All biographies of Shakespeare, from the wayward to the academic, use the same few-score hard
facts kneaded together with legend, then leavened by a dash of zeitgeist and a large dollop of author's
imagination. Poems and plays are plundered for booty, even by those who profess scepticism as to the
inferences that can be drawn about the life from the work. Like statistics, quotations can be turned to very
different facts.

This book is not, of course, an attempt to prove that Christopher Marlowe staged his own death, fled to the
continent, and went on to write the work attributed to Shakespeare. It, however, playfully assumes that as its
starting point, and swings the old bones around, viewing them from a different angle to build a different
brontosaurus. It does so in a spirit of fun, and with the intention of a little saucy iconoclasm. Shakespeare's
works are unassailable, and will survive any amount of subversion, but by playing with our commonplace
history, Rodney Bolt argues that the quasi-religious idol the man has become is perhaps in need of the efforts
of a wicked woodworm.

Where other writers have looked at the evidence and deduced a story, Bolt has imagined a story, then
supported it with the same sparse evidence. At this distance, the difference between deduction and
speculation is paper thin. The point of the take is not only to question our view of history and the validity of
biography, but to show how people travelled, how cultures crossed, and how art gets made.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

The book History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like start and read a publication History Play: The Lives and After-life of
Christopher Marlowe. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Eileen Smith:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The History
Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe will give you new experience in examining a book.

June Weiss:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This History Play: The Lives and After-
life of Christopher Marlowe is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Teresa Graham:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe when you necessary it?
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