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When his father died, award-winning poet and curator Gil McElroy was given a box of photographs that
documented his father’s military career. Beginning in the Second World War and continuing right through to
the end of the Cold War, the senior McElroy staffed Canada’s network of electronic defence, including the
Distant Early Warning Line – a network of radar stations stretching along the Arctic coast from Alaska to
Baffin Island. Established in the early 1950s, the DEW Line provided advance warning of an aircraft or
missile attack. There, servicemen lived in isolated radar stations, watching surveillance screens for the
telltale blips that threatened nuclear annihilation.

McElroy reflects on the sacrifices these men made, living away from their families for great lengths of time –
for the “greater good” of protecting North American airspace and Western values.

At the same time, Cold Comfort follows McElroy’s experience of growing up as an itinerant military brat,
who moved from one posting to another, and the military family’s attempts to hold together in the face of the
father’s absence. Cold Comfort also explores the utter enigma that was the author’s father. Examining the
contents of the box of photographs, image by image, McElroy attempts to come to terms with the mysterious
photographer, a man better understood by his military compatriots than by his own family.

Further, Cold Comfort provides the backstory to McElroy's most recent collection of poems, Ordinary Time,
which offers an unsettling history of the utter failures of these remote surveillance technologies to make
"our" world either better known or reliably predictable.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Bearden:

The ability that you get from Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War instantly.

Jessica Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a publication. The book Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Mae Marks:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Joseph Mattos:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War. You can
more pleasing than now.
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