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The Tale of the Heike is Japan's great martial epic; a masterpiece of world literature and the progenitor of all
samurai stories, now in a major and groundbreaking new translation by Royall Tyler, acclaimed translator of
The Tale of Genji. First assembled from scattered oral poems in the early fourteenth century, The Tale of the
Heike is Japan's Iliad - a grand-scale depiction of the wars between the Heike and Genji clans. Legendary for
its magnificent and vivid set battle scenes, it is also a work filled with intimate human dramas and emotions,
contemplating Buddhist themes of suffering and separation, as well as universal insights into love, loss and
loyalty. The narrative moves back and forth between the two great warring clans, between aristocratic
society and street life, adults and children, great crowds and introspection. No Japanese work has had a
greater impact on subsequent literature, theatre, music and films, or on Japan's sense of its own past. Royall
Tyler's new translation is the first to capture the way The Tale of the Heike was originally performed. It re-
creates the work in its full operatic form, with speech, poetry, blank verse and song that convey its character
as an oral epic in a way not seen before, fully embracing the rich and vigorous language of the original texts.
Beautifully illustrated with fifty-five woodcuts from the nineteenth-century artistic master, Katsushika
Hokusai, and bolstered with maps, character guides, genealogies and rich annotation, this is a landmark
edition. Royall Tyler taught Japanese language and literature for many years at the Australian National
University. He has a B.A. from Harvard University and a PhD from Columbia University and has taught at
Harvard, Stanford and the University of Wisconsin. His translation of The Tale of Genji was acclaimed by
publications such as The New York Times Book Review.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Tale of the Heike (Penguin Classics)
book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lucille Davis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Tale of the
Heike (Penguin Classics) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled The Tale of the Heike (Penguin Classics)is the main of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carol Reck:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Tale of the Heike (Penguin Classics) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Delois Dionisio:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Tale of the Heike (Penguin
Classics).
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