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 “A very well-crafted, important book. I recommend it highly.” —Howard Winant, author of The New
Politics of Race

 

In 1994, California voters flocked to the polls in record numbers because of a ballot measure-Proposition
187-that was designed to deny social services to undocumented immigrants. A majority of voters favored the
proposition, and accusations of racism flew in all directions. A U.S. District Court ultimately overturned it,
but to this day Proposition 187 represents a watershed moment in the immigration debate.

 

Examining the dynamics of that political battle, The New Nativism questions racism as the motivating factor
for political action both at the time and in the high-stakes, hotly contested immigration debates of today.
Robin Jacobson’s work, based on in-depth interviews with supporters of Proposition 187, unpacks the role
race played in their support of the measure. Jacobson finds that rather than being motivated primarily by
racism, proponents connected racial identity, ideas of fairness, and traditional American values in surprising,
often contradictory, ways. As individual activists on both sides of the debate struggled to make sense of their
political and ideological commitments in light of immigration issues, the meaning and import of race and
citizenship were conflated in their minds.

 

Investigating a key moment in grassroots political activism, The New Nativism sifts through the claims of
racism that dominate current immigration debates and humanizes the discussion in important and potentially
controversial ways. Moving beyond inflammatory headlines and polarizing rhetoric, Jacobson reveals that it
is not so much prejudice but the very act of defining race that lies at the center of modern American politics.

 

Robin Dale Jacobson is assistant professor of political science at Bucknell University.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

The book The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing
like a book The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the
Debate over Immigration has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Spier:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The New Nativism:
Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Beside this kind of The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and
the Debate over Immigration because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Deanna Thompson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list is The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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