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Ronald Reagan’s daughter writes with a moving openness about losing her father to Alzheimer’s disease.
The simplicity with which she reveals the intensity, the rush, the flow of her feelings encompasses all the
surprises and complexities that ambush us when death gradually, unstoppably invades life.

In The Long Goodbye, Patti Davis describes losing her father to Alzheimer’s disease, saying goodbye in
stages, helpless against the onslaught of a disease that steals what is most precious–a person’s memory.
“Alzheimer’s,” she writes, “snips away at the threads, a slow unraveling, a steady retreat; as a witness all you
can do is watch, cry, and whisper a soft stream of goodbyes.”

She writes of needing to be reunited at forty-two with her mother (“she had wept as much as I over our long,
embittered war”), of regaining what they had spent decades demolishing; a truce was necessary to bring
together a splintered family, a few weeks before her father released his letter telling the country and the
world of his illness . . .

The author delves into her memories to touch her father again, to hear his voice, to keep alive the years she
had with him.

She writes as if past and present were coming together, of her memories as a child, holding her father’ s
hand, and as a young woman whose hand is being given away in marriage by her father . . . of her father
teaching her to ride a bicycle, of the moment when he let her go and she went off on her own . . . of his
teaching her the difference between a hawk and a buzzard . . . of the family summer vacations at a rented
beach house–each of them tan, her father looking like the athlete he was, with a swimmer’s broad shoulders
and lean torso. . . . She writes of how her father never resisted solitude, in fact was born for it, of that strange
reserve that made people reach for him. . . . She recalls him sitting at his desk, writing, staring out the
window . . . and she writes about the toll of the disease itself, the look in her father’s eyes, and her efforts to
reel him back to her.

Moving . . . honest . . . an illuminating portrait of grief, of a man, a disease, and a woman and her father.

With a preface written by the author for the eBook edition.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Here thing why this The Long Goodbye are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The
Long Goodbye giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Long Goodbye. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Long Goodbye in e-book can be your option.

Elaine Davenport:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Long Goodbye book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Yolanda Harris:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Long Goodbye.

Frank Foushee:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is The Long Goodbye.
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