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This book traces the history of the Chinese concept of "Warm diseases" (wenbing) from antiquity to the
SARS epidemic. Following wenbing from its birth to maturity and even life in modern times Marta Hanson
approaches the history of Chinese medicine from a new angle. She explores the possibility of replacing older
narratives that stress progress and linear development with accounts that pay attention to geographic,
intellectual, and cultural diversity. By doing so her book integrates the history of Chinese medicine into
broader historical studies in a way that has not so far been attempted, and addresses the concerns of a
readership much wider than that of Chinese medicine specialists.

The persistence of wenbing and other Chinese disease concepts in the present can be interpreted as resistance
to the narrowing of meaning in modern biomedical nosology. Attention to conceptions of disease and space
reveal a previously unexamined discourse the author calls the Chinese geographic imagination. Tracing the
changing meanings of "Warm diseases" over two thousand years allows for the exploration of pre-modern
understandings of the nature of epidemics, their intersection with this geographic imagination, and how
conceptions of geography shaped the sociology of medical practice and knowledge in late imperial China.

Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine opens a new window on interpretive themes in Chinese cultural
history as well as on contemporary studies of the history of science and medicine beyond East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the
Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series). Try to make the book
Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial
China (Needham Research Institute Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

William Grant:

The feeling that you get from Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic
Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the
Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Speaking of Epidemics in
Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research
Institute Series) instantly.

Russell Diamond:

Typically the book Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in
Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this book.

Gloria Todd:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late
Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging



each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get previous to. The Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic
Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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