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"Since publication of the initial version of Plagues & Poxes in 1987, which had the optimistic subtitle "The
Rise and Fall of Epidemic Disease," the rise of new diseases such as AIDS and the deliberate modification
and weaponization of diseases such as anthrax have changed the way we perceive infectious disease.

With major modifications to deal with this new reality, the acclaimed author of Civil War Medicine:
Challenges and Triumphs has updated and revised this series of essays about changing disease patterns in
history and some of the key events and people involved in them. It deals with the history of major outbreaks
of disease - both infectious diseases such as plague and smallpox and noninfectious diseases - and shows
how they are in many cases caused inadvertently by human actions, including warfare, commercial travel,
social adaptations, and dietary modifications. To these must now be added discussion of the intentional
spreading of disease by acts of bioterrorism, and the history and knowledge of those diseases that are thought
to be potential candidates for intentional spread by bioterrorists.

Among the many topics discussed are:

How the spread of smallpox and measles among previously unexposed populations in the Americas, the●

introduction of malaria and yellow fever from Africa via the importation of slaves into the Western
hemisphere, and the importation of syphilis to Europe all are related to the modern interchange of diseases
such as AIDS.
How the ever-larger populations in the cities of Europe and North America gave rise to "crowd diseases"●

such as polio by permitting the existence of sufficient numbers of non-immune people in sufficient
numbers to keep the diseases from dying out. How the domestication of animals allowed diseases of
animals to affect humans, or perhaps become genetically modified to become epidemic human diseases.
Why the concept of deficiency diseases was not understood before the early twentieth century disease, after●

all, was the presence of something abnormal, how could it be due to the absence of something? In fact, the
first epidemic disease in human history probably was iron deficiency anemia.
How changes in the availability and nature of specific foods have affected the size of population groups●

and their health throughout history. The introduction of potatoes to Ireland and corn to Europe, and the
relationship between the modern technique of rice milling and beriberi, all illustrate the fragile nutritional
state that results when any single vegetable crop is the main source of food.
Why biological warfare is not a new phenomenon. There have been attempts to intentionally cause●

epidemic disease almost since the dawn of recorded history, including the contamination of wells and other
water sources of armies and civilian populations of course, the spread of smallpox to Native Americans
during the French and Indian War is known to every schoolchild. With our increased technology, it is not
surprising that we now have to deal with problems such as weaponized spores of anthrax.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Plagues & Poxes book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Herbert Turley:

This book untitled Plagues & Poxes to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this book from your list.

Shawn Calvin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Plagues & Poxes this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Clarence Jenkins:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Plagues & Poxes can be the reply,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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