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In Honest Patriots, renowned public theologian and ethicist Donald W. Shriver, Jr. argues that we must
acknowledge and repent of the morally negative events in our nation's past. The failure to do so skews the
relations of many Americans to one another, breeds ongoing hostility, and damages the health of our society.
Yet our civic identity today largely rests on denials, forgetfulness, and inattention to the memories of
neighbors whose ancestors suffered great injustices at the hands of some dominant majority. Shriver
contends that repentance for these injustices must find a place in our political culture. Such repentance must
be carefully and deliberately cultivated through the accurate teaching of history, by means of public symbols
that embody both positive and negative memory, and through public leadership to this end. Religious people
and religious organizations have an important role to play in this process. Historically, the Christian tradition
has concentrated on the personal dimensions of forgiveness and repentance to the near-total neglect of their
collective aspects. Recently, however, the idea of collective moral responsibility has gained new and public
visibility. Official apologies for past collective injustice have multiplied, along with calls for reparations.
Shriver looks in detail at the examples of Germany and South Africa, and their pioneering efforts to foster
and express collective repentance. He then turns to the historic wrongs perpetrated against African
Americans and Native Americans and to recent efforts by American citizens and governmental bodies to
seek public justice by remembering public injustice. The call for collective repentance presents many
challenges: What can it mean to morally master a past whose victims are dead and whose sufferings cannot
be alleviated? What are the measures that lend substance to language and action expressing repentance?
What symbolic and tangible acts produce credible turns away from past wrongs? What are the dynamics-
psychological, social, and political-whereby we can safely consign an evil to the past? How can public life
witness to corporate crimes of the past in such a way that descendents of victims can be confident that they
will never be repeated? In his provocative answers to these questions Shriver creates a compelling new
vision of the collective repentance and apology that must precede real progress in relations between the races
in this country.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their can
do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Honest Patriots: Loving a Country
Enough to Remember Its Misdeeds to read.

Clifford Hudgins:

The particular book Honest Patriots: Loving a Country Enough to Remember Its Misdeeds has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Kathleen Carroll:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Honest Patriots: Loving a Country Enough to Remember Its Misdeeds why
because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Nicole Williams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Honest Patriots: Loving a Country Enough to Remember Its Misdeeds when you essential it?
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