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In the 1970s, when the South Bronx burned and the promise of New Deal New York and postwar America
gave way to despair, the people of Washington Heights at the northern tip of Manhattan were increasingly
vulnerable. The Heights had long been a neighborhood where generations of newcomers—Irish, Jewish,
Greek, African American, Cuban, and Puerto Rican—carved out better lives in their adopted city. But as
New York City shifted from an industrial base to a service economy, new immigrants from the Dominican
Republic struggled to gain a foothold. Then the crack epidemic of the 1980s and the drug wars sent
Washington Heights to the brink of an urban nightmare. But it did not go over the edge.

Robert W. Snyder's Crossing Broadway tells how disparate groups overcame their mutual suspicions to
rehabilitate housing, build new schools, restore parks, and work with the police to bring safety to streets
racked by crime and fear. It shows how a neighborhood once nicknamed "Frankfurt on the Hudson" for its
large population of German Jews became “Quisqueya Heights”—the home of the nation’s largest Dominican
community.

The story of Washington Heights illuminates New York City’s long passage from the Great Depression and
World War II through the urban crisis to the globalization and economic inequality of the twenty-first
century. Washington Heights residents played crucial roles in saving their neighborhood, but its future as a
home for working-class and middle-class people is by no means assured. The growing gap between rich and
poor in contemporary New York puts new pressure on the Heights as more affluent newcomers move into
buildings that once sustained generations of wage earners and the owners of small businesses.

Crossing Broadway is based on historical research, reporting, and oral histories. Its narrative is powered by
the stories of real people whose lives illuminate what was won and lost in northern Manhattan’s journey
from the past to the present. A tribute to a great American neighborhood, this book shows how residents
learned to cross Broadway—over the decades a boundary that has separated black and white, Jews and Irish,
Dominican-born and American-born—and make common cause in pursuit of one of the most precious rights:
the right to make a home and build a better life in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Crossing Broadway: Washington Heights and the
Promise of New York City. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Crossing Broadway: Washington Heights and the Promise of New York
City. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Daniel Grinder:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Crossing Broadway:
Washington Heights and the Promise of New York City book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Daniel Hanson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Crossing Broadway: Washington Heights and the Promise of New
York City. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Devin Glass:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Crossing Broadway: Washington Heights and the Promise of New York City can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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