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Even before wartime incarceration, Japanese Americans largely lived in separate cultural communities from
their West Coast neighbors. Although the Nisei children, the American-born second generation, were U.S.
citizens and were integrated in public schools, they were socially isolated in many ways from their peers.
These young women found rapport in ethnocultural youth organizations, a forgotten world of female
friendship and camaraderie that Valerie J. Matsumoto recovers in this book.

Through extensive networks of social clubs, young Japanese American women competed in sports,
socialized with young men, and forged enduring friendships. During the 1920s and 1930s, Nisei girls'
organizations flourished in Los Angeles, then home to the largest Japanese American population. In clubs
with names such as the Junior Misses and Tartanettes, girls gained leadership training, took part in
community service, found jobs, and enjoyed beach outings and parties. Often sponsored by the YWCA,
Buddhist temples, and Christian churches, these groups served as a bulwark against racial discrimination,
offering a welcoming space that helped young women navigate between parental expectations and the lure of
popular culture. Indeed, their dances, meetings, and athletic events filled the social calendars in the ethnic
press. As cultural mediators and ethnic representatives, these urban teenagers bridged the cultures of the
Japanese American community and mainstream society, whether introducing new foods, holidays, and rituals
into the home or dancing in kimono at civic events. Some expressed themselves as poets, writers, and
journalists and took leading roles in the development of a Nisei literary network. Women's organizing skills
and work would prove critical to the support of their families during World War II incarceration and
community rebuilding in the difficult years of resettlement.

By bringing to life a dynamic and long-lasting world of friendship circles and clubs, City Girls highlights the
ways in which urban Nisei daughters claimed modern femininity, an American identity, and public space
from the Jazz Age through the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McKeever:

The book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los
Angeles, 1920-1950. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Patricia Cockrell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 it
is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high
quality.

Marietta Allred:

The reason? Because this City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Peggy Dunn:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping City Girls: The Nisei
Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world



considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick City Girls: The Nisei Social World in
Los Angeles, 1920-1950 become your starter.
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