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The biotech arena emerged in the 1970s and 1980s, when molecular biology, one of the fastest-moving areas
of basic science in the twentieth century, met the business world. Gene Jockeys is a detailed study of the
biotech projects that led to five of the first ten recombinant DNA drugs to be approved for medical use in the
United States: human insulin, human growth hormone, alpha interferon, erythropoietin, and tissue
plasminogen activator.

Drawing on corporate documents obtained from patent litigation, as well as interviews with the ambitious
biologists who called themselves gene jockeys, historian Nicolas Rasmussen chronicles the remarkable, and
often secretive, work of the scientists who built a new domain between academia and the drug industry in the
pursuit of intellectual rewards and big payouts. In contrast to some who critique the rise of biotechnology,
Rasmussen contends that biotech was not a swindle, even if the public did pay a very high price for the
development of what began as public scientific resources. Within the biotech enterprise, the work of
corporate scientists went well beyond what biologists had already accomplished within universities, and it
accelerated the medical use of the new drugs by several years.

In his technically detailed and readable narrative, Rasmussen focuses on the visible and often heavy hands
that construct and maintain the markets in public goods like science. He looks closely at how science follows
money, and vice versa, as researchers respond to the pressures and potential rewards of commercially viable
innovations. In biotechnology, many of those engaged in crafting markets for genetically engineered drugs
were biologists themselves who were in fact trying to do science.

This book captures that heady, fleeting moment when a biologist could expect to do great science through
the private sector and be rewarded with both wealth and scientific acclaim.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Gene Jockeys. Try to make book Gene Jockeys as your
good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Stacey Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Gene Jockeys was making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Gene Jockeys is not
only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Gene
Jockeys. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Raymond Albanese:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Gene Jockeys can be very good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Quinn:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Gene Jockeys we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Gene Jockeys. You can more inviting than now.
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