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Frédéric Bastiat was a keen observer and analyst of political and economic problems and a passionate
proponent of liberal economic theory. “The Law,” “The State,” and Other Political Writings (1843–1850),
collects nineteen of Bastiat's "pamphlets," or articles, ranging from the theory of value and rent, public
choice and collective action, government intervention and regulation, the balance of trade, education, and
trade unions to price controls, capital and growth, and taxation. Many of these are topics still relevant and
debated today.

Bastiat's famous essay "The Law" showcases his talents as an activist for the free market. He explains that
the law, far from being what it ought to be, "namely the instrument that enabled the state to protect
individuals' rights and property, had become the means for what he termed 'spoliation,' or plunder." From the
article "The State," in which Bastiat argues against socialism, comes perhaps his best-remembered quotation:
"The state is the great fiction by which everyone endeavors to live at the expense of everyone else."

Throughout his articles, Bastiat demonstrates how the combination of careful logic, consistency of principle,
and clarity of exposition is the instrument for solving most economic and social problems. Readers will find
extensive introductory material, including notes on the translation and on the editions of the OEuvres
Complètes, a chronology of Bastiat’s life and works, two maps of France showing the cities associated with
Bastiat, annotations to the articles, and a bibliography. A special section provides little-known anecdotes
about Bastiat and his contemporaries, including his editor Prosper Paillottet, who became Bastiat’s friend
and eventually his executor.

In addition, this edition also contains footnotes and glossary entries that help explain the political, economic,
and intellectual context in which Bastiat lived and worked. Filling gaps on Bastiat and his philosophy, this
volume features articles that have never before been translated in English.

Frédéric Bastiat (1801–1850) was one of the leading advocates of free markets and free trade in the mid-
nineteenth century.

Jacques de Guenin is founder of the Cercle Frédéric Bastiat. He is a graduate of the École des Mines in
Paris and holds a Master of Sciences from the University of California, Berkeley.

Pascal Salin is Emeritus Professor of Economics, Paris University, and former president of the Mont Pelerin
Society. He is the author of Libéralisme; Français, n’ayez pas peur du libéralism; and Revenir au
capitalisme, pour éviter les crises.

Dennis O'Keeffe is Professor of Social Science at the University of Buckingham, Buckingham, England,
and is Senior Research Fellow in Education at the Institute of Economic Affairs, London.

David M. Hart has a Ph.D. in history from King's College, Cambridge, and is the Director of Liberty Fund's
Online Library of Liberty.
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book "The Law," "The State," and Other Political Writings,
1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book "The Law," "The State," and Other
Political Writings, 1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kenneth Roberts:

This "The Law," "The State," and Other Political Writings, 1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic
Bastiat) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific "The Law," "The
State," and Other Political Writings, 1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry "The Law," "The State," and Other Political Writings, 1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic
Bastiat) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This "The Law," "The State," and Other Political Writings,
1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat) having good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Handy:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take "The Law," "The State," and Other Political Writings, 1843-1850 (The
Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat) as your daily resource information.

Cherry Simard:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One



of the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely "The Law," "The State," and Other Political
Writings, 1843-1850 (The Collected Works of Frederic Bastiat). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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