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G. W. F. Hegel's "highway of despair," introduced in his Phenomenology of Spirit, refers to the tortured path
traveled by "natural consciousness" on its way to freedom. Despair is the passionate residue of Hegelian
critique. Through an eclectic cast of thinkers, Robyn Marasco considers the dynamism of despair as a critical
passion, reckoning with the forms of historical life forged along Hegel's highway. Despair, for Marasco, also
indicates fugitive opportunities for freedom and preserves the principle of hope against all hope.

The Highway of Despair follows Theodor Adorno, Georges Bataille, and Frantz Fanon as they each read,
resist, and reconfigure a strand of thought in Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit. Confronting the twentieth-
century collapse of a certain revolutionary dialectic, these thinkers struggled to revalue critical philosophy
and recast Left Hegelianism within the contexts of genocidal racism, world war, and colonial domination.
Each intellectual also re-centered the role of passion in critique. Arguing against more recent trends in
critical theory that promise an escape from despair, Marasco shows how passion frustrates the resolutions of
reason and faith. Embracing the extremism of what Marx, in the spirit of Hegel, called the "ruthless critique
of everything existing," she affirms the contemporary purchase of radical critical theory, resulting in a
militant and passionate approach to political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After
Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) as your daily resource information.

Archie Moriarty:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After
Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christopher Cunningham:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New
Directions in Critical Theory) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book has high quality.

Daniel Engle:

This The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New



Directions in Critical Theory) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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