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For Siegfried Kracauer, the urban ornament was not just an aspect of design; it was the medium through
which city dwellers interpreted the metropolis itself. In Ornaments of the Metropolis, Henrik Reeh traces
variations on the theme of the ornament in Kracauer's writings on urbanism, from his early journalism in
Germany between the wars to his "sociobiography" of Jacques Offenbach in Paris. Kracauer (1889-1966),
often associated with the Frankfurt School and the intellectual milieu of Walter Benjamin, is best known for
his writings on cinema and the philosophy of history. Reeh examines Kracauer's lesser-known early work,
much of it written for the trendsetting newspaper Frankfurter Zeitung in the 1920s and early 1930s, and
analyzes Kracauer's continuing reflections on modern urban life, through the pivotal idea of ornament.
Kracauer deciphers the subjective experience of the city by viewing fragments of the city as dynamic
ornaments; an employment exchange, a day shelter for the homeless, a movie theater, and an amusement
park become urban microcosms.

Reeh focuses on three substantial works written by Kracauer before his emigration to the United States in
1940. In the early autobiographical novel Ginster, Written by Himself, a young architect finds aesthetic
pleasure in the ornamental forms that are largely unused in the profession of the time. The collection Streets
of Berlin and Elsewhere, with many essays from Kracauer's years in Berlin, documents the subjectiveness of
urban life. Finally, Jacques Offenbach and the Paris of His Time shows how the superficial -- in a sense,
ornamental -- milieu of the operetta evolved into a critical force during the Second Empire. Reeh argues that
Kracauer's novel, essays, and historiography all suggest ways in which the subjective can reappropriate
urban life. The book also includes a series of photographs by the author that reflect the ornamental
experience of the metropolis in Paris, Frankfurt, and other cities.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer and
Modern Urban Culture (MIT Press). Try to make the book Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer
and Modern Urban Culture (MIT Press) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Anthony Green:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Ornaments of the Metropolis:
Siegfried Kracauer and Modern Urban Culture (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Norman Fuentes:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer and Modern Urban Culture
(MIT Press) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer and Modern
Urban Culture (MIT Press) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now
thinking Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer and Modern Urban Culture (MIT Press) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Willie Bergeron:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Ornaments of the Metropolis: Siegfried Kracauer and
Modern Urban Culture (MIT Press) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps



cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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