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"[A] resolute, detailed, and unflinching review of [Annan’s] most difficult hours…No one ever came
closer to being the voice of “we the peoples” and no one paid a higher price for it. The world still needs
such a voice, but the next person who tries to fill that role will want to reflect long and hard on the
lessons of this candid, courageous, and unsparing memoir." --Michael Ignatieff, The New York Review
of Books

Receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in December 2001, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan spoke to
a world still reeling from the terrorist attacks of September 11. “Ladies and Gentlemen,” proclaimed Annan,
“we have entered the third millennium through a gate of fire. If today, after the horror of 11 September, we
see better, and we see further—we will realize that humanity is indivisible. New threats make no distinction
between races, nations, or regions.” Yet within only a few years the world was more divided than
ever—polarized by the American invasion of Iraq, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the escalating civil wars in
Africa, and the rising influence of China.

Interventions: A Life in War and Peace is the story of Annan’s remarkable time at the center of the world
stage. After forty years of service at the United Nations, Annan shares here his unique experiences during the
terrorist attacks of September 11; the American invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan; the war between Israel,
Hizbollah, and Lebanon; the brutal conflicts of Somalia, Rwanda, and Bosnia; and the geopolitical
transformations following the end of the Cold War. With eloquence and unprecedented candor, Interventions
finally reveals Annan’s unique role and unparalleled perspective on decades of global politics.

The first sub-Saharan African to hold the position of Secretary-General, Annan has led an extraordinary life
in his own right. His idealism and personal politics were forged in the Ghanaian independence movement of
his adolescence, when all of Africa seemed to be rising as one to demand self-determination. Schooled in
Africa, Europe, and the United States, Annan ultimately joined the United Nations in Geneva at the lowest
professional level in the still young organization. Annan rose rapidly through the ranks and was by the end of
the Cold War prominently placed in the dramatically changing department of peacekeeping operations. His
stories of Presidents Clinton and Bush, dictators like Saddam Hussein and Robert Mugabe, and public
figures of all stripes contrast powerfully with Annan’s descriptions of the courage and decency of ordinary
people everywhere struggling for a new and better world.

Showing the successes of the United Nations, Annan also reveals the organization’s missed opportunities and
ongoing challenges—inaction in the Rwanda genocide, continuing violence between Israelis and
Palestinians, and the endurance of endemic poverty. Yet Annan’s great strength in this book is his ability to
embed these tragedies within the context of global politics, demonstrating how, time and again, the nations
of the world have retreated from the UN’s founding purpose. From the pinnacle of global politics, Annan
made it his purpose to put the individual at the center of every mission for peace and prosperity.

A personal biography of global statecraft, Annan’s Interventions is as much a memoir as a guide to world
order—past, present, and future.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Interventions: A Life in War and Peace. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Interventions: A Life in War and Peace. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Asia Haynes:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Interventions: A Life in War and Peace
to read.

Madge Stamps:

This Interventions: A Life in War and Peace are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Interventions: A Life in War and Peace can be one of the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Interventions: A Life in War and Peace giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Paula Mayo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Interventions: A Life in War and Peace your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get prior to. The Interventions: A Life in War and Peace giving you one more experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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