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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data—now woven into our
social fabric—became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time,
of how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society—and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

The book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making
of a Mass Public has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Anna Vinci:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Averaged American: Surveys,
Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sherrill Height:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public will give
you new experience in studying a book.

Gloria Castaldo:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass
Public was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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