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FirstSchool is a groundbreaking framework for teaching minority and low-income children. This work
discusses the research and practice to date that defines FirstSchool as a critical approach to closing the
achievement and opportunity gaps. Changing the conversation from improving test scores to improving
school experiences, it features lessons learned from eight elementary schools whose leadership and staff
implemented sustainable changes in their classrooms and schools. The authors detail how to use education
research and data to provide a rationale for change; how to promote professional learning that is genuinely
collaborative and respectful; and how to employ developmentally appropriate teaching strategies that focus
on the needs of minority and low-income children.

“We can greatly benefit from applying the knowledge, experience, and wisdom of the authors of this
important book to reforming early schooling, teaching, and learning for our most vulnerable children and
thereby keep the promise of American democracy—namely, a level playing field and a chance to succeed
fully on one’s merits. As a nation we cannot continue to tolerate failure or make excuses when examples
such as FirstSchool suggest a proven way forward.”
—From the Foreword by Aisha Ray, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty, Erikson
Institute

“Sharon Ritchie and Laura Gutmann have written a terrific book. FirstSchool is one of the few volumes that
provides the details of this important educational innovation—a redesign of the pathway through which
children enter public education. Given the formative importance of these early years of schooling and child
development, this volume should be on the agenda of every school board meeting.”
—Robert Pianta, dean, Curry School of Education, director, Center for Advanced Study of Teaching and
Learning, University of Virginia

Book Features:

Case studies illustrating developmentally appropriate practices that can be applied across varied PreK–3●

contexts.
Key principles used by FirstSchool and its partners to reinvigorate the professionalism of teachers.●

Concrete guidance for choosing and using relevant data, enriching the curriculum, improving instruction,●

and developing home-school partnerships.

Contributors: Cindy Bagwell, Richard M. Clifford, Carolyn T. Cobb, Gisele M. Crawford, Diane M. Early, 
Sandra C. García, Cristina Gillanders, Adam L. Holland, Iheoma U. Iruka, Jenille Morgan, Sam Oertwig

Sharon Ritchie is the director of FirstSchool at the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Laura Gutmann is a research assistant for the FirstSchool
project with experience in nonprofit management and early childhood education.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-
3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series)
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Brent Henderson:

The book untitled FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-
Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

James Rouse:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African
American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for
African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series).

Estela Gillard:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade
for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that



the guide FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income
Children (Early Childhood Education Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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