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Revolutionary War officer Nathan Hale, one of America’s first spies, said, “Any kind of service necessary to
the public good becomes honorable by being necessary.” A statue of Hale stands outside CIA headquarters,
and the agency often cites his statement as one of its guiding principles. But who decides what is necessary
for the public good, and is it really true that any kind of service is permissible for the public good?

These questions are at the heart of James M. Olson’s book, Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying.
Olson, a veteran of the CIA’s clandestine service, takes readers inside the real world of intelligence to
describe the difficult dilemmas that field officers face on an almost daily basis. Far from being a dry
theoretical treatise, this fascinating book uses actual intelligence operations to illustrate how murky their
moral choices can be. Readers will be surprised to learn that the CIA provides very little guidance on what is,
or is not, permissible. Rather than empowering field officers, the author has found that this lack of guidelines
actually hampers operations. Olson believes that U.S. intelligence officers need clearer moral guidelines to
make correct, quick decisions. Significantly, he believes these guidelines should come from the American
public, not from closed-door meetings inside the intelligence community. Fair Play will encourage a broad
public debate about the proper moral limits on U.S. intelligence activities.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that you can
your reading talent was fluently. A book Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying will make you to be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Lori Barnes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Marie Brenneman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Maria Holder:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of
Spying can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying.
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