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Over the past century American agriculture has shifted dramatically with small, commercial farms finding it
increasingly difficult to compete with large-scale (mostly indoor) animal feeding operations (AFOs). In this
book, Terence J. Centner investigates the environmental, social, economic, and political impact of the rise of
the so-called factory farm, exposing the ramifications of the contemporary trend toward industrial-scale food
production. _x000B__x000B_Just as Rachel Carson's landmark Silent Spring used the disappearance of
songbirds as a jumping-off point for a work that raised public awareness of pesticides' devastating
environmental impact, Empty Pastures sees the dwindling numbers of livestock in the American countryside
as a symptom of a broader transformation, one with serious consequences for the rural landscape and its
inhabitants--animal as well as human._x000B__x000B_After outlining the rise of the AFO, Centner
examines the troubling consequences of consolidation in animal farming and suggests a number of remedies.
The issues he tackles include groundwater contamination, the loss of biodiversity, animal welfare,
concentrated odors and other nuisances, soil erosion, and the economic effects of the disappearance of the
small family farm. _x000B__x000B_Inspired by largely abandoned traditional practices rather than a radical
and unrealistic vision of a return to an idealized past, Centner proposes a series of pragmatic reforms for
regulating factory farms to halt ecological degradation and revitalize rural communities.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural
Landscape. Try to make the book Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural
Landscape as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

John Vandorn:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the
Transformation of the Rural Landscape, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Allen Schlemmer:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Empty Pastures: Confined Animals and the Transformation of
the Rural Landscape can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Empty Pastures:
Confined Animals and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape.

Elizabeth Rivera:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book
is very important for you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish
for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Empty Pastures: Confined Animals



and the Transformation of the Rural Landscape can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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