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Geography has always played a major role in world politics. In this study, Philip Kelly maps the geopolitics
of South America, a continent where relative isolation from the power centers in North America and Eurasia
and often forbidding internal terrain have given rise to a fascinating and unique geopolitical structure.

Kelly uses the geographical concepts of "checkerboards" and "shatterbelts" to characterize much of South
America's geopolitics and to explain why the continent has never been unified nor dominated by a single
nation. This approach accounts for both historical relationships among South American countries and for
such current situations as Brazil's inability to extend its authority across the continent from Atlantic to
Pacific, its traditional competition with Argentina, its territorial expansion toward the continental heartlands,
its encirclement by neighbors fearful of such expansion, and its recent rapprochement with Argentina.

An important component of this book is the incorporation of the thinking and writing of South American
geopolitical analysts, which leads to an interesting inventory of viewpoints on frontier conflicts, territorial
expansion, industrial development, economic cooperation, and United States and European relations. Kelly's
findings will be important reading for geographers, political scientists, and students and scholars of Latin
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

The book Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South America make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South America to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like start and read a book Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of
South America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Robert Johnson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Checkerboards and Shatterbelts:
The Geopolitics of South America that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you can pick Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South
America become your personal starter.

Heather Roberts:

This Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South America is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South America in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Dana Register:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Checkerboards and Shatterbelts: The Geopolitics of South America when
you essential it?
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