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Many cultures have myths about self-imitation, stories about people who pretend to be someone else
pretending to be them, in effect masquerading as themselves. This great theme, in literature and in life, tells
us that people put on masks to discover who they really are under the masks they usually wear, so that the
mask reveals rather than conceals the self beneath the self. In this book, noted scholar of Hinduism and
mythology Wendy Doniger offers a cross-cultural exploration of the theme of self-impersonation, whose
widespread occurrence argues for both its literary power and its human value. The stories she considers
range from ancient Indian literature through medieval European courtly literature and Shakespeare to
Hollywood and Bollywood. They illuminate a basic human way of negotiating reality, illusion, identity, and
authenticity, not to mention memory, amnesia, and the process of aging. Many of them involve marriage and
adultery, for tales of sexual betrayal cut to the heart of the crisis of identity. These stories are extreme
examples of what we common folk do, unconsciously, every day. Few of us actually put on masks that
replicate our faces, but it is not uncommon for us to become travesties of ourselves, particularly as we age
and change. We often slip carelessly across the permeable boundary between the un-self-conscious self-
indulgence of our most idiosyncratic mannerisms and the conscious attempt to give the people who know us,
personally or publicly, the version of ourselves that they expect. Myths of self-imitation open up for us the
possibility of multiple selves and the infinite regress of self-discovery. Drawing on a dizzying array of tales-
some fact, some fiction-The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was is a fascinating and learned trip
through centuries of culture, guided by a scholar of incomparable wit and erudition.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Gardiner:

This book untitled The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Colby Tapia:

The actual book The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Woman Who Pretended to
Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kathleen Blackwood:

The e-book untitled The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation is the book
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was: Myths of Self-Imitation from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jason Young:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was: Myths of Self-Imitation can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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