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The contribution of the Dutch craftsman and scholar Isaac Beeckman to early modern scientific thought has
never been properly acknowledged. Surprisingly free from the constraints of traditional natural philosophy,
he developed a view of the world in which everything, from the motion of the heavens to musical harmonies,
is explained by reducing it to matter in motion. His ideas deeply influenced Descartes and Gassendi. Klaas
van Berkel has succeeded in unearthing and explicating Beeckman's scientific notebooks, allowing us to
follow how he developed his new philosophy, almost day by day.

Beeckman was almost forgotten until the discovery of his notebooks in the early twentieth century. Isaac
Beeckman on Matter and Motion is the first full-length study of the ideas and motives of this remarkable
figure. Van Berkel's important study first relates Beeckman's life, placing him in the religious, intellectual,
educational, and social context of the Dutch Republic in its golden age. Van Berkel then analyzes the
notebooks themselves and the nature and development of Beeckman's "mechanical philosophy." He
demonstrates how Beeckman's artisanal background and religious convictions shaped his natural philosophy,
even as the decisive influence stems from the educational philosophy of the sixteenth-century French
philosopher Peter Ramus.

Historians of science and the philosophy of science will find the substance of Beeckman's thought and the
unraveling of its growth and development highly interesting. Van Berkel's account provides a new and
comprehensive interpretation of the origins of the mechanical philosophy of nature, the philosophy that
culminated in the work of Isaac Newton.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

This Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion without we comprehend teach the one who studying it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion can
bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Soto:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion book is readable by means of you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Isaac
Beeckman on Matter and Motion content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tom Rivera:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion as your daily
resource information.

Victor McDowell:

You can get this Isaac Beeckman on Matter and Motion by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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