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Thousands of years ago, seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--
the first of six "signal events" that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German language.

Blending linguistic, anthropological, and historical research, Sanders presents a brilliant biography of the
language as it evolved across the millennia. She sheds light on the influence of such events as the bloody
three-day Battle of Kalkriese, which permanently halted the incursion of both the Romans and the Latin
language into northern Europe, and the publication of Martin Luther's German Bible translation, a "People's"
Bible which in effect forged from a dozen spoken dialects a single German language. The narrative ranges
through the turbulent Middle Ages, the spread of the printing press, the formation of the nineteenth-century
German Empire which united the German-speaking territories north of the Alps, and Germany's twentieth-
century military and cultural horrors. The book also covers topics such as the Gothic language (now extinct),
the vast expansion of Germanic tribes during the Roman era, the role of the Vikings in spreading the Norse
language, the branching off of Yiddish, the lasting impact of the Thirty Years War on the German psyche,
the revolution of 1848, and much more.

Ranging from prehistoric times to modern, post-war Germany, this engaging volume offers a fascinating
account of the evolution of a major European language as well as a unique look at the history of the German
people. It will appeal to everyone interested in German language, culture, or history.
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From reader reviews:

Michel Wilkerson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book German: Biography of a Language. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book
German: Biography of a Language. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Roxie Jenkins:

This German: Biography of a Language book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
German: Biography of a Language without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry German: Biography of a Language can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even telephone. This German: Biography of a Language having very good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lillie Rose:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love German: Biography of a
Language, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

April Baker:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This German: Biography of a Language can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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