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In Gender and Christianity in Medieval Europe, six historians explore how medieval people professed
Christianity, how they performed gender, and how the two coincided. Many of the daily religious decisions
people made were influenced by gender roles, the authors contend. Women's pious donations, for instance,
were limited by laws of inheritance and marriage customs; male clerics' behavior depended upon their
understanding of masculinity as much as on the demands of liturgy. The job of religious practitioner,
whether as a nun, monk, priest, bishop, or some less formal participant, involved not only professing a set of
religious ideals but also professing gender in both ideal and practical terms. The authors also argue that
medieval Europeans chose how to be women or men (or some complex combination of the two), just as they
decided whether and how to be religious. In this sense, religious institutions freed men and women from
some of the gendered limits otherwise imposed by society.

Whereas previous scholarship has tended to focus exclusively either on masculinity or on aristocratic
women, the authors define their topic to study gender in a fuller and more richly nuanced fashion. Likewise,
their essays strive for a generous definition of religious history, which has too often been a history of its most
visible participants and dominant discourses. In stepping back from received assumptions about religion,
gender, and history and by considering what the terms "woman," "man," and "religious" truly mean for
historians, the book ultimately enhances our understanding of the gendered implications of every pious
thought and ritual gesture of medieval Christians.

Contributors:
Dyan Elliott is John Evans Professor of History at Northwestern University. Ruth Mazo Karras is professor
of history at the University of Minnesota, and the general editor of The Middle Ages Series for the
University of Pennsyvlania Press. Jacqueline Murray is dean of arts and professor of history at the University
of Guelph. Jane Tibbetts Schulenberg is professor of history at the University of Wisconsin—Madison
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Gender and Christianity in Medieval Europe: New
Perspectives (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Selma McDaniel:

The reserve with title Gender and Christianity in Medieval Europe: New Perspectives (The Middle Ages
Series) includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kevin Shepherd:

This Gender and Christianity in Medieval Europe: New Perspectives (The Middle Ages Series) is great guide
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Gender and Christianity in Medieval Europe: New Perspectives
(The Middle Ages Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Regina Nichols:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Gender and Christianity in Medieval
Europe: New Perspectives (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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